ENVE 644  Class 1 Synopsis

Class No. 1 – January 20

Projects, Permits, and Agencies

Planning and Scheduling for Permits and Approvals

Civics 101, laws and regulations, state, federal and local

Overview, who’s who at the …

Agency procedures

DEC Dewatering Permit, what do we need to know
Chapters 1 and 2

Learning Goals  

Understand or know:

1. Projects require permits.
a. Penalties for not having permits

2. Permits must be included in project management plan: cost and schedule.

3. Where do permits come from? (intro legal basis, jurisdiction)

4. History of Environmental Legislation - US
5. Broad overview of Federal laws

6. The constitutional basis of the legal system
a. the legal basis of environmental laws

b. Laws, Regulations, Permits

c. Basis of guidance documents.

7. Scientific basis of regulations

8. Conceptual basis of permitting system

9. Organization of the EPA, DEC

10. Typical steps in permitting
a. Example permit.

Some key points

1. Permits are required for most construction and resource activities: federal, state, and local permits.  

2. General laws must derive from the authority granted in the Constitution; federal regulations must derive from the authority granted by federal statutes; federal laws trump state laws
3. There can be overlapping federal and state laws. 

4. Agencies must write regulations (or “make rules”) that are required by statute.
5. The rules must conform to the enabling statute and the Administrative Procedures Act.

6. Courts give deference to agencies on technical matters.

7. Regulations must construct a “bright line,” presumably based on science, but not itself science.

8. Permits are required to prevent future degradation of the environment.

9. Permits are specific to some situation, place, operation or time (Individual)

10. The time required for permitting and its costs must be included in project management plans.

11. Some permits are routine for the agency and some are non-routine.  

Homework:

Construction Dewatering

As a new employee in the environmental department of a big engineering /construction firm, you have been asked to “get a permit” for dewatering for a job on the Dalton Highway. What do you need to know about the project?  Who will you ask for that information? [see next slide]

Read first two pages of Chapter 1: 

https://dec.alaska.gov/water/wastewater/stormwater/guidance/
Glance/skim/overview these:

https://dec.alaska.gov/media/17884/akg002000-f-fs.pdf
https://dec.alaska.gov/media/17885/akg002000-f-pmt.pdf
https://dec.alaska.gov/media/16097/gravel-rock-extraction-bmp-manual.pdf
Vocabulary

Line vs. Staff, Functional Organization, Matrix Organization, (main) branches of U.S. Government; separation of powers; duties of branches; branches of Congress, House (of Representatives), Senate, Executive Orders; criminal liability of corporate employees; federalism; “environmental justice,” public trust;, enabling legislation, deference, Administrative Procedures Act, notice and comment, PL, USC, FR, CFR, Code of Federal Regulations, (EPA) Regions v. Offices, bright line, guidance documents, burden of proof, “no risk” v. “negligible risk” v. “tradeoff approach,” stipulations, (permits) by rule v. general v. individual, nationwide v. regional permits.
